Dear C'ville Council,

The booming late-night music inflicted upon private citizens by one defiant, inconsiderate club is not confined to Charlottesville. I live in Frederick, MD, and a number of years ago we had the same issue: a public club in a neighborhood of taxpaying private citizens. Defacating in the bushes and urinating on people's front porches was common as the club let out, as was the strewing of people's lawns with beer bottles and broken glass from bottles thrown on people's front walks and driveways. The inebriated patrons also felt it necessary to shout to one another as they took their leave at midnight or one o'clock in the morning, possibly because they were deafened by the music and didn't realize they were shouting. The club patrons preferred "head-banger" music, which meant the bass being turned up to distortion level and the volume cranked to the max. Needless to say, the sleep-deprived local homeowners were distraught and angry. Having to pick up human waste from the yard after three hours' sleep, and/or sweep up broken glass before backing the car out of the garage to go to work was an outrage, though the club owners insisted it was "no big deal" and insisted their rights were being trampled on by the investigation of complaints.

We finally elected a mayor with the gumption to close the place down. She was threatened with lawsuits by the club owners, and even physical harm in anonymous notes, but she followed through. One or two other businesses insisted the closure would be the death knell for local clubs, but the impact turned out to be.....NOTHING!

Now the neighborhood has returned to liveability. People's kids can sleep, their front porches can be safely used without fear of stepping in waste, and neighbors chatting on the sidewalk after dinner has again become the norm.

I urge you to do the right thing.

Yours truly,
